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"The Under-Seerutary of Stain Forcige. Offce, Landom, SW.1. 1 “ 4 ) I_ ] J
J
"
THE Under-Secretary of State for F pﬂﬁy_ §!_ﬁm presents his /V
compliments to A A A 7 M’z‘
%’l Py -2 and, by direction of the Secretary of State, %

transmits herewith cop e€sof the under-mentioned paper.

g b
Foreign Office,
= ¢ oy 1936 -,&JI*L a //]’V

Reference to previous correspondence :
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p!u:m of Enclosure.
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THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Aﬁmrﬂ presents hm?r ?
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F ~ Foncha and, by direction of l:.'rm Secretary of State,
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IPOREICN OFFICE, S.W.1. FA-

s l4th Kovember, l‘JEé.,?
o

,H. 2 LS

You will remember that we sent you unier cover

¥y dear ailbert,

of our officisl letter yo., £ 1508/79/25 of the loth
April a copy of a skatch-map of the the_n__s_andi-‘femni
frontier, prepared by the Legation at Jedda.

2. The Legation have since considered this question
further in the light of the Sandi-Yemeni peace treaty and
with some help from Fuad Rey Hamsza, and have now suggested
certaln asmendments. I enclose copies of our
corregpondence with them. 1 also enclose a revised copy
of the map, which we have had made here in the light of
the Chancery lettera. Although in sending us the map the
ghancery have reminied us that it is "still largely
"guesawork”, you may nevertheleass be glad to have a copy
of it.

e 1 =m sending copies of this letter and its

enclosures to Blaxter the Colonial Office, Fryer at
RE IN WEEKLY LETTER tha
J. 0. Lalthwaite, Esq. No. 47 22NOV 1934
FROM BECRZTARY, POLITICAL AND
BECR ~ _‘_ CoribE
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the war 0ffice and Peck at the Alr Minietry and a copy of
the map is salso being sent to Spraggett at the Admiralty.

aruﬂ e’

e

‘e da gite de fa Lt ) 1) G |OR/L/PS/12/2145 taa s
http://www.qdl.ga/4s »I/archive/81055/vdc_100040077896.0x00000f :dxd i jlad 45 te (4 sl



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100040077896.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

ave i Ol gea ClBal) 140 gaad) Ay pad) ASLaall™ VY /1 As gana
(5 +112) [5M] " Ariandldiy grdl 3 gaal)

(E 4151/79/25)
No. 1748/209/19) SR J British Legation,
Jedda.
12th June 1934.

Dear Department, ;,,,.:3_

We sent you in our letter Ho. 550/18/11 of March 1lst,
a highly conjectural sketeh map attempting to show the possible
lie of the de facto frontier between Saudi Arsbia and the Yemen
and the approximate location of the tribes in the high mountain
ares, which hae figured so largely in recent guarrels. The
map was produced very hurriedly from a rough sketch whiech the
Minister hed made out and, after the bag hed gone, it was found
that certain slight mistakes had been made in the process of
reproduction. The subsequent rush made it impossible to
straighten out the mistakes, which were not very important in
view of the conjectural nature of the whele thing.

On June 5 the Minister showed his sketech to Fuad,
whose previous information wes given extempore and may have
been misunderstood. In any case he has since picked up
additional facts. We now enclose a further sketch, which,
though still largely guesswork, is a better attempt to combine
certain indications in existing meps with Puad's data. It ie
on the scale originally used by the Minister, 1 inch equals 12
miles and the outlines of the corresponding 1/253,440 gheete of
South Weet Arsbia are shown with approximate accuracy, though
these go a bit wrong owing to the curvature of the earth and
defects of instruments. The main differences are as follows:

(a) Fuad is positive that the frontier rune at first
pretty
Bastern Departiment,
Foreign Office.
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pretty well due east from the sea.

(b) The order of the highland tribes on the Saudi side is
now given in block letters as corrected by Fuad.

(e) Fuad thinks that the existing masps put the Najran
system as & whole too far north. Thus he locates Badr due
east of Dhahran and identifies "Walla" with the Beni Wail tribe,
shown well to the south in the 1/863,440 map.

A8 regards (e¢), Puad may well be right. What he says
fits in with Philby'e view that the country from Jebel Razih to
Fajrén forms a well marked salient in the frontier. Incidentally,
the placing of Bagim is very uncertain, being based on the
assumption that it is on one particular road and the atatement
that it is eleven hours walk from Sa'ada.

Fued's information showe how much the Im@m's elaims to
several iribes rests on real or alleged ancestry rather than on
geography. The three great names of original stocks appear to
be Khaulén, Hamd@in, and Qahtén. It appears to be held that the
frontier tribes from the Bil Harth to the Beni MAlik are of the
Khaulan stock; that the tribes whose sdministrative centre was

Haraja are of Qahtfn (Cf Handbook of Arsbila Volume I page 441);

but that the Benl Wada'as are, like many admittedly Yemeni tribes,
of Hamdén., The Imfm no doubt claime all 'Asfir in prineciple,
but he seems to have made a more particular claim to all tribes
of the three stocks named.

The conclusion of peace may make all this unimportant

for some time to come but (a) we want to give you the best sketeh
we can in substitutlion for that sent in our letter of the first
March and (b) it is only too possible that the parties will fight
another day, perhaps when the heirs of the present rulers come
into their own.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY.
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(E 4151/79/25) o "~ FOREIGN OFFICE, 5.W.1.
i 5th July, 1934.

Dear Chancery,

Many thanks for your letter of the 12th June
(No. 1742/209/19) enclosing, with comments, a revised sketch
of the Saudi-Yemeni frontier. We are most grateful to you
for all the trouble you have teken to make it accurate.

Before having it copled and distributed to other

departments (as we did with the sketch contained in your

letter No. 550/18/11 of the lst March) we propose to wait
and see whether you wish to confirm, correct, or amplify
anything in the sketch in the light of the detailed
definition of the frontier which, we understand, the treaty
glves.

Yours ever,

EASTERN DEPARTMENT.

The Chancery,
British Legation,
Jedda,

14
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COFY.
(E 5828/79/25)
No. 2355/209/27. : - British Legatien,
& Jedda.
11th August, 1934,

Dear Eastern Department,

Many thanks for your letter No. E 4151/79/25 of
the 6th July last, relative to our sketch-map of the Saudi-
Yemeni frontier.

We have again studied the sketch in the light of the
information contained in Article 4 of the Treaty of Taif, and
in eonjunetion with the Ordnance Survey map of South West
Arabia, 1916, sheet 3, scale 1 : 253, but unfortunately with

meagre resulis. AB we Btated in our despatch Wo. 240 of the

30th July, the article is, to the individusl unacquainted with

the terrain, an almost unintelligible string of place and tribal

names.
The results, however, relate chiefly to:-

(a) Al Misim, given in our sketch as FMuwsssim, and its
position porth of the point where the frontier meets the
coast. We are unable to identify this place on the map
(though we see a place Al Washim at the mouth of the Wadi
Ta'ashar, but that scarcely seems an incorrect rendering
of Al Msim), and 8o cannoi say how far north of the
frontier it lies.

Wa'alan, on the Saudi side of the frontier. It is both
mentioned in Article 4 and shown on the Ordnance Survey

Map, so may as well go into our sketch.

The two tribal names of Bil Harth end Ab8dil, shown in
our sketch as lying wholly on the Saudi side of the
frontier are both, according to Artiele 4, partly in the
Yemen
Eastern Department,
Foreign Office.
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Yemen, though largely in Saudi Arabia. This, 1t is sug-
gested, might be shown in the sketch.

The general trend of the frontier is fairly clear,

with such names as Medi, Haradh, part of the Harth, part of

the Abadil, Rézih and Beni Jema'as falling to the Yemeni side,
whilst on the Saudi side Wa'alan, Faifa, Beni Malik and Dhahran
are confirmed, even 1f they are only very approximately located.
The changes are so Tew that we venture to think it
unnecessary for us to reproduce the sketch-map to embody them.

The Commissioner, Aden, is asking for a copy of our sketch, so

we are supplying him with one, but we expect he will in due
course receive a printed copy.
Yours ever,

Jedda CHANCERY.
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Extract from Despatch Ho.240 dated Jedda, July 30, 1834.

2. Further study has served little to elucidate
the obscurities of article 4 of this document. These
arise partly from the absence of any trustworthy and
sufficiently detailed map of the area, but more
especially from the rather confuesing uee of the same
word to dencte the name of a tribe and at the same time
to describe its tribal grazing-ground or dira. These
latter are, moreover, known accurately probably only to
the tribes owning them and to neizhbouring tribes, who
may or may not be in entire agreement as to their
boundaries. Until the terrain through which this
frontier runs is accurately mapped and surveyed, article
4 will, it is believed, continue to be a somewhat

unintelligible concatenation of place and tribal names.
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Extract from the Treaty of Taif.

ARTICLE 4.

The frontier line which divides the countries of the
two high contracting parties is explained in sufficient
detail hereunder. This line is considered as a fixed
dividing boundary between the territories subject to each.

The frontier lime between the two kingdoms begins at
2 point half way between Medi and Al Musim on the coast of
the Red “ea, and (runs) up te the mountains of the Tihama in
an easterly direction. It them turns northwards until it ends
on the north-west boundary between the Beni Jama'a and (the
tribes) adjacent to them on the north and west. It then bends
easzt until it ends at a point between the limits of laqga'a
and Wa'ar, which belong to the Waila tribe, and the limits of
the Yam. It then bends until it reaches the pass of Marwan
and Agaba Rifeda. It then bends eastwards until it ends, on
the east, on the edge of the boundary between those of the
Hamdan-bin-Paid, Waila, &e., who ere cutside Yam, and Yam.
Everything on the right hand side of the above-mentioned line,
which runs from the point mentioned on the sea shore up to
the end of the borders on all sides of the mountains
mentioned, shall belong to the Yemen, and everything on the
left of the above-mentioned line shall belong to the Saudi
Arab Kingdom. On the Yemen side are Medi, Haradh, part of
the Harth tribe, Mir, the Dhahir Mountains, Shada, Uhay'a,
part of the Abadil, ell the country and the mountains of
Eazih, Manbah, with Arwa-al-/mshaykk, mll the country and the
mountaine of Beni Jema'a, Sahar-ash-Sham, Yabad and its
neighbourhood, the Maraisagha area of the Sahar-ash-Sham, the
whole of Sahar, haga'a, Wa'ar, the whole of Waila, and also

¥ar with Agabet Nahuqa, the whole of Hamdam-bin-Zaid, which

is outside Yam and Wad'a Dhahran. These mentioned, and

their/
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their territories within their known limits, and all
between the said directions and their vicinities, the

namee of which are not mentioned and which were actually
subject to or under the control of the Yemeni Kingdem
before the year 1352, are on the Yemeni side and belong

to the Yemen. On the left hand side are Musam, Wa'lan,
most of the Harth, the Khuba, the Jabri, most of the Abadil,
all Faifa, Heni Malik, Beni Haris, the Al Talid, Qahtan,
Dhehran, Wadi'a, 211 the Wadi'a Dhahran, together with the
pase of Marwan, sand Aqaba Rifada, end the area lying beyond
on the east snd north of Yam and Najran, Hadhim, Zur Wada,
all the Waila in Najran, and all below Aqeba Nuhuga, up to
the edges of Hajran and Yam on the east, all these, and
their territories within their known limits, and all between
the named directions and their vicinities which have not been
mentioned by name, and which were actually subject to or
under the contrel of the Saudi Arabd Kingdom before the year
1352, are on the left of the said line and belong to the
Saudi Arab Kingdom. Bverything mentioned regarding Yam,
Wajran, Hadan, Zur Wad'a, and all the Waila in Hajran, is
in accordance with the decision (Tahkim) of His Majesty the
Imam Yahya to His Majesty King Abdul Aziz as regards Yam,
and the judgment (Hulm) of His Majesty King Abdul Aziz that
all of it should belonz to the Saudi Arab Kingdom; =nd whils
the fimdan and Zur Wad'a and the Waila in liajran belong to
Waila and except in so far as has been mentioned, do not
come within the Saudi Arab Kingdom, this shall not prevent
them nor their brothers of Waila from enjoying mutual
relations and intercourse and the usual and customary
co-operation. This line then extends from the end of the
sbove-mentioned limits between the edges of the Saudi Arab
tribes and of those of the Hemdam-bin-Zaid, and all the

Yemeni tribes who are outside Yam. All the borders and

the Yemeni territories up to the end of the Yemeni frontier
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in all directionas belonz to the Yemeni Kingdom; and all
the borders and territories up to the end of their boundaries
in all directions, belong to the Saudi Arab Kingdom. All
points mentioned in this article, whether north, south,
east or west, are to be considered in accordance with the
general trend of the frontier line in the directions
indicated; often obstsacles cause it to bend into the
country of one or other kingdom. As regards the
determination and fixing of the said line, the separating
out of the tribes and the settlement of their diras in the
best manner, these shall be effected by a committee formed
of an equal number of persons from the twe parties, in a
friendly and brotherly way and without prejudice, according

to tribal usage and custom.
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P.2.2422/1934.

No. E.1608/79/25.

The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for
India and, by direction of the Secretary of 3State, transmits

herewith copies of the under-mentioned paper.

Foreign Office,
10th April, 1934.

Heference to orevicus correspondence:

Foreign Office Letter: E.T16/79 /26 of February 28.

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

To:
The Chancery Jedda
February S8th

-8audi-Yemeni relations.
From:

ditto

March lst.

Similar letter sent to Colonial office,
Air Ministry,
War Office.
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P.Z.2482/1934.
FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.¥.l.

COFY B8th February, 1934.
(E 716/79/25)

Dear Jhancery,

With reference to paragraph 3 of your despatch

Ho. 5 (82/17/12) of the 10th January and to previous and

subseyuent correspondence regarding the intrigues cf the
Imam in the highlands of Asir, we shomld be grateful if
¥ou could throw any light on the geographical position
of the Beni Malik, Abadil snd Ahl Faifa tribes, whom we
have been unable to locate. The name of the Benghazi
tribe mentioned in Aden telegram Ho. T/6 of the 30th
January is mlso completely mew to us. Are they by any
chance the same as, or a section of the Ahl Faifa, seeing
that they live near the Jebel Faifa?

Yours ever,

EASTERN DEPARTMENT.

The Chancery,
British Legation,
Jedda.
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British Legationm,
COPY Jedda.
(E 1608/79/25)

lat March, 1934.
No.550/1 /11

Dear Department,

Your letter E 716/79/26 of February B:-

As we intimated in our telegram No. 7 of January 19
and despatch No. 16 of January 283, paragraph 2, we share
your difficulty in determining the position of the Reni
Malik and 'Abadil. We have assumed that the Ahl Paifa
ecould be identified with the Jebel Faifa, which is shown,
though not necessarily correctly any more than any other
inland point, im the maps.

You have doubtless consulted the Handbook of Arabia

and seen how impoesible it is to reconcile the information

given about the two Beni Malik tribes described at Vol.I.pp.430

and 495 with our recent indications. One of these which you
may mot have on record is that there is a definite region
called Jebel Beni Malik close to the presumed frontier.

You will by now have received our despatch No. 22 of
January 27 enclosing an account of the Minieter's conversation
with Fuad on Junuary 24, in the course of which Fuad
illustrated his remarks by & rough sketch. This was in
itself of toolittle value to send home but Sir Andrew has
now prepared from it and from existing mavs the enclosed
sketch. You will realise that it ig quite conjectural
and is merely intended to give a rough idea of how the land
may lie and how the tribes may be disposed along the frontier.

It/

Eastern Department,

Foreign Office.
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It has beem necessary for one thing to adopt Fuad's data,

e.g.; he shows the lower arm of his 8§ as running east from
the sea but he placed Wa'lan on it, whereas Wa'lan is shown
in Sheet 3 of the 1/255440 map very much further north.
The map indeed puts it still further north than the dotted
line in the sketch, but if full account had been taken
of this the sketch would have become guite impossible.

We enclose a portion of another document, which has
gained in interest since we contented curselves with
a general account of it in our despatch No. 186 of June
18 last. This is an extract from the article on 'Asir
in the "Umm-al-gura” of June 9, 1933.

You will observe that the "Umm-al-=(ura” article
does not mention the Beni Malik. The explanation almost
certainly is that they and their mountain are just across
the boundary between the Tihama province and 'Asir Surat,
the distinction between which the Saudi Government were very
keen to emphasise at that time.

The Aden telegram to which you refer is doubtless
one which reached us in so corrupt a form on Jamuary 31
that we could mot decypher the nmame of the attacking
tribe. If it was Benghazi, they are doubtless identical
with the Bil Ghazi, who have been mentioned on various
occasions, e.g.; in the enclosed extract and the communigyue
enclosed in our despatch No. 71 of March 3, 1933.

The one thing clear is that all these tribes, who
lie on a sort of crescent over against Sa'ada, are
exceedingly marginal and have no loyalty to Ibm Saud.
They have probably very little love of the Imam either
but they seem to cling to the Idrisi. Some or all of
them took part in the 1932 rebelliomn. It was in the

Faifa/
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Faifa area that Hasan took refuge whenm it petered out,
skipping from there into definitely Yemeni territory.
And it 18 mow im the same region that 'Abdul Wahhab al
Idrisi has joined im or created a fresh revolt, which
may be only a stirring up of the embers of the old.

We have been tempted to think that the ares now
in guestion was that claimed by the Imam under the nanme
of Hamazan or Hamdan, when the Saudi delegation were at
San'a. This would make his claim intelligible, i.e., he
would have been asking for the Tihama, the area now in
question and the yahtan country, that of the tribes whose
overlord was Ibmn Dhulaym; the whole frontier area
in fact as far as Najran, which he regarded as his own im
any case. This has some value as a working theory but we
must confess that all attempts to associate the very
common name Hamdan with the particular area have brokem down.

One more poimt:- The Minister, when at home, told

Johnstone that he though 'Asir Tihama was the arproved

Saudi name for the province formed out of the former
Idrisi territory. He now thinks that the more approved
form is Tihamat 'Asir. You may rind us using both, as
'Asir Tihama is more euphonicus and u micer contrast to
"Asir Surat, but the meaning is clear whatever order is
used, i.e., the conjunction of Tihama and 'Asir indicates
the littoral and that part of the highlands of which the
Idriei was 8till the ruler in 1926.

Youra ever,

CHANCERY.
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EXTRACT from Article of the "Umm-al-rura" No.443 of 9/6/33.

"The western littoral portion, parallel with the
Hed Sea and opposite to the Arab country, is called Tihama
and the name of Tihama is therefore to be mentioned always
before the name of the adjoining zone or area. We say for
instance "Tihamat al Yaman", "Tihamat 'Asir” and "Tihamat al
Hejaz". The place at which the insurrectiom took place is
situated in & part of Tihamat 'Asir which includes the Sabya,
Jizan and Abu Arish distriets and is bounded on the north
by Qunfidha, Bariy, Mahail and Rijal al Ma", on the east by the
territory of 'Asir as-Surat (also known as 'Asir) and om
the south by the Midi district and Haradh. This zone extends
along the coast from Qahma to al Musim, near Wadi Taa;shur.
The most important districts of this zone are al Qahma, al
Shayig, 0ina (or Qana), al Bakr, Jizam, al Nadhays, al Musim,
Taa'ghar on the coast, al Darb, Sibya, al Samata, Abu 'Arish,
al 'Ardha, al Khuwaya, Vaa'lan, al Haqu, Fifa, al Sahalil amd
Slg al Abadil. The tribes settled in these districte are:

Al Manjahs at Al Qahma, Benl Shea'ba at al Shagiq and Al Darb.

Makhalif people at Sibya, Abu 'Arish and Jizn.  Bambi Shubayil
at al Samta, al Masariha at Madhaya. Bahr ibn Sakina at
Qina and al Bakr. Balghizi and al Harth and al 'Abadila, im

the interior between the Tihama and sl Sur@t."
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